Laparoscopic radical and partial nephrectomy: technical issues and outcome.
The laparoscopic approach has been established as a treatment modality for the performance of radical nephrectomy during the recent years, while laparoscopic partial nephrectomy represents an alternative under investigation in several centers of laparoscopic excellence around the world. Significant advantages of laparoscopic surgery when compared to the classical open approach have extensively documented for over 2 decades. Nevertheless, laparoscopy is an evolving surgical field, which is characterized by the rapid adaptation of technical innovations. Laparoscopic renal surgery includes approaches for radical and partial nephrectomy with oncological outcome similar to open surgery and decreased postoperative morbidity and therefore can be considered for the same indications as open surgery. Several issues regarding the technical feasibility and refinement as well as the oncological efficacy of these procedures are presented.